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                                Head Teacher:  Mrs S. Gibson 

Date: 25.02.21 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am writing regarding the ongoing emergency works at Devonshire. As you are aware, before half term we 
discovered a major leak under the corridor floor. This was repaired over the past 2 weeks. 

Unfortunately during the works, once engineers accessed the under-floor area, they discovered another more 
significant problem which has led to there being no water across the whole site. 

We are currently still waiting on engineers’ final reports following further testing this week. The work cannot be 
completed until they know the full extent of the problem. 

DUE TO THERE BEING NO WATER ON SITE, WE HAVE TO KEEP DEVONSHIRE SCHOOLS CLOSED NEXT WEEK.  

We hope that we will be able to open fully to ALL pupils on Monday 8th March. 

We are however concerned that the problem might be very serious. If this is the case, then the work information 
has to be sent to the Health and Safety Executive and legally it cannot be repaired until they have signed off the 
paperwork. If this is the case, then school will NOT be able to open until the work is completed. We do not know 
any more, and as soon as we do know we will let you know. 

We understand how frustrating this whole situation is. We want our children in school, but have to accept that 
we cannot open without water. It would be illegal and unsafe for everyone.  

We will be in touch as soon as we have timescales, but for now, from Monday 1st March to Friday 5th March ALL 
children will be on full remote learning via class Dojo and Zoom. Children eligible for Pupil Premium Free School 
Meals will also receive their final voucher via the government scheme (which ends on Friday 5th March). 

I can only apologise for the frustration and inconvenience I know this causes, but this situation is out of our 
hands and we are relying on a team of engineers and possibly the Health and Safety Executive to guide us in 
making the school safe and ready for everyone to return as soon as possible.  

Yours sincerely 

Miss Philpot and Mrs Gibson 

           
 


